
Practice
Since Ooligan Press is completely student-run, there is a lot of opportunity 

for students to explore areas of interest. As the future of publishing was my 
main area of interest from the time I started at the press, I quickly turned my 
attention to starting a digital content department for the press. It took us a 
few terms to figure out what our options were for converting our backlist to 
ebooks and how to go about doing that, but before too long we were produc-
ing well-formatted ebooks as true to the design of the original text as possible.

The pages that follow show some screenshots of the .epub version of 
Classroom Publishing as viewed through Adobe Digital Editions. When com-
pared to the pages from that same section (as seen on pages 129‑135), it’s clear 
that the design of the print book had a strong influence on my design for the 
ebook, though many of the design elements I had used in the interior could 
not carry over to the digital. Sidebars, for example, had to be turned into in-
line text elements; sidebars on a screen as narrow as a standard ebook reader 
would be uncomfortably narrow, and on a phone’s screen completely unreadable.

The menu to the left of the text shows the navigational menu. Especially 
for a reference book like Classroom Publishing, ease of navigation is very impor-
tant, so I made the navigational menu as comprehensive as possible–all the 
main sections of the book are included, and the Stories from the Classroom 
section, which is by far the largest section of the book, is broken down further 
into sub-sections. On page 145, you can see an internal hyperlink, which leads 
to the referenced text; this is necessary to do in ebooks, as the idea of page 
numbers becomes essentially irrelevant when there is no fixed screen width.
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